1
Copyright © 2015 Citizen Sportsman Enterprises

There

are

two

guiding

principles in my life and in
my business that I often share
in an effort to motivate
action in our students. The
first one is very personal for
me

and

that

is

having

faith...faith in God and in the
abilities he has given me.
Second is creating a sense of
urgency.
Back in early 2013 my Wife, Valerie, told me to start looking for another profession
where I could be home more than a few weeks out of every year and preferably one
with better odds of a long and healthy life. She gave me two years to work out the
logistics to it. At the time I was a Department of Defense Contractor working in
Afghanistan as part of the training effort for the Afghan Army. I had been in and out
of that part of the world for more than a decade and though I loved my work and the
contribution we were making, it took a toll on my family life. I started putting together
some ideas almost immediately. I had been a Taxidermist for nearly 25 years at the
time...and quite frankly I missed it. I did it part time during my Army career and even
2
Copyright © 2015 Citizen Sportsman Enterprises

had a full time shop up until 2003 when the Wars and the political situation
overwhelmed me and drew me back to the Army in a civilian capacity. Still I
wasn't sure if I wanted to go back to full time taxidermy work or even as an
instructor, let alone, both. Truth be known, I probably would not have given it
another thought had it not been for my wife. I knew her faith was strong and she
was very sure that this was what we were supposed to be doing...and that's all I
needed. But I was running out of time and I needed a plan so I created one and
from it began executing every aspect I could to begin to set things into motion. It
was not enough for me to want it. I had to have action and so for the last couple
of years in Afghanistan I used what little time I had down to work toward opening
day in our new venture.
In 2014 I hung up my desert boots for the final time and went back to my
hometown. My safe place was Columbus, Georgia and I had been a resident there
for years but I felt a longing or maybe even a calling to be back in Pensacola and in
November of 2014 that is exactly where we opened the doors to Expressions of
Wildlife Taxidermy Inc. and started the Taxidermy Tech Vocational Training
Program in a commercial warehouse complex. We threw everything in...every
penny, every minute and every ounce of physical, mental and emotional energy we
had. I hadn't lived there in over 30 years and didn't really knew anyone anymore.

We had no contacts or customers and the greater Pensacola area was saturated
with Taxidermists. So this we did on complete faith.
It has been nearly three years and we are still here, though we are not sure why.
The odds were and still are stacked against us as they are with any new brick and
mortar business...especially in todays economy and even more so in our specific
line of work. We face regular challenges and are still fine tuning but letting our
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faith guide us and not our doubts or worries. Life should never be wasted worrying
about everything that is wrong with it but without something to believe strongly in,
faith to guide you and a sense of urgency to motivate you, the future is uncertain
and frightening.. Unfortunately, many folks will never realize the full potential of
their ideas and their dreams because of it. This is our personal testimony and if our
continued presence in this industry doing what we love serves no other purpose
than that then we are highly blessed and extremely successful.
If you have been a student here then you know how strongly I believe that the path
to success demands action with a sense of urgency. It is not enough to want to be
something or have something. If you want to be a taxidermist and open your own
shop, make up your mind to do it, put together a plan and start putting it into action.
Learning the technical aspects is only a part of the equation. Come up with a name
for your business. Build a logo. Get a domain name. Get a social media presence and
start building a website. Get that garage or shop built out and start making a list of
the tools you are going to need. Establish your legal entity and set your plan in to
motion! Training is only a part of the process. If you simply take a course or go to a
school and then sit back and wait for it to happen then you are already failing. You
may have set some conditions to meet your goals but you have done it without a
sense of urgency. I can tell you from experience and observations of others that

unless you create a sense of urgency you will likely have wasted your money on
training.
We are here to help you with your plan and hopefully motivate you to take action. If
you have any questions or comments about our program or any of our services
please drop me a line at ken@citizensportsman.com or call (844) 945-3278 Monday
though Friday from 9 AM to 6 PM and on Saturday from 10-4.
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Interpreting What You See
Taxidermists today like to refer to
themselves as artists and while that is
certainly a fitting description with
respect to how far the industry has
come over the last 30 years, I tend to
see taxidermists more as interpreters.
What I have found through my own
experiences and through the observation of others is that our ability to
produce high quality, technically accurate work is mostly limited by 1) our
inability to understand what we see when looking at live animal reference and

then 2) applying it in a convincing way to our subjects. For most of us it does
not come naturally at all. It is something we have to learn and practice to
perfect.
The use of reference in our line of work should probably be viewed in the
same way as a blueprint is to construction. When it comes to actually using
reference, taxidermists all over the world do a reasonably good job in their
commercial work without ever looking at any of it whether it be a live animal,
a picture of a live animal, a 3-dimensional cast or anything else. For the rest
of us, even minimal use of reference is an essential part of achieving, to some
degree, the “live animal standard”. The term interpreting reference is one that is
thrown around fairly loosely in the taxidermy industry.
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If you attend conventions and seminars or watch videos, you will hear a lot
of highly accomplished competitors referring to it often. Some do a great job
of explaining it and breaking it down. Some don’t. Being a highly accomplished
competitor is one thing…being able to articulate critical information to others in
a coherent way is quite another. In either case, be it commercial or competition
work, it is clear that the comprehension and use of reference will produce more

accurate and consistent results than otherwise.
There are a number of elements that can help us to interpret what we see.
Shape, Size, Tone…even relationships to other more common objects. No
matter what elements are employed, in taxidermy it is important to be able to
look beyond the part of the subject itself (the positive space) and look at the
spaces around it (the negative space).
Look at the black and white image closely. What do you
see? Is it a vase or a couple of old guys facing off ? It is
very difficult to perceive both images independently at the
same time. Your eyes will switch between the two because
your brain can and does interpret the single image with 2
possibilities.
If you were to look at the next image on the following
page first, your brain would easily distinguished the background from the vase
and you may never have seen the other possibility. But it is that other possibility
that creates the outline for the main image.
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The negative space frames the positive space. If we
can associate the negative space with other common
shapes in the same way we do the positive space, we
can more accurately and consistently replicate it.
Take a look at the relationship of the ear/earbutt to
the antler. Notice the negative space outline? It creates
a unique shape and there is a defined distance that can
help us to position the ear correctly. How about the
eyes? If we can focus on the negative space of the eye, then we create another
possibility in achieving proper shape and symmetry. The intent here is for you to
associate the outline of negative space and common shapes with key parts of the
anatomy.
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The moral of the story is this…what you perceive when you look at a subject is
only part of the picture. Your interpretation can be greatly enhanced by opening
your eyes to both positive and negative space and the relationship between the
two and with other common elements.
One of the greatest advancements we have made over the last 3 years in our 5
day basic courses at Taxidermy Tech is incorporating 8 hours of hands-on
performance oriented training in the use of and interpretation of reference. If
you would like to learn more, give us a call at (844) 945-3278 or email
learn@taxidermytech.com . You can also call our shop line at (850) 549-3497.
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Find out what they know about Taxidermy Tech!
Booking
2017
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Frequently Asked Questions
Pre-Enrollment Questionnaire

How do I get started?
Go to our pre-enrollment page on our website and fill
out the pre-enrollment questionnaire...OR...call us at
(844) 945-3278...or...email learn@taxidermytech.com .
We will then follow up with you within 24 hours.
What will you ask me for when you contact me?

We will ask you to provide some tentative dates if
possible for the purpose of preparing a proposal.
What is a proposal?
The proposal we provide to prospective students is
simply a plan that gives you the information you need
to make a decision. In this proposal, all costs associated
with the course, i.e., materials, specimens and lodging as
well as scheduling and payment options are broken
down and sent back to you for review.

Why not click on the link below or go to
our website and fill out our preenrollment questionnaire? There is no
obligation, it is not going to cost you
anything and we wont call you! We will
review your information and send you
a proposal with a detailed breakdown
of instruction, material and specimen
costs, payment schedules and a detailed training plan.
Wouldn't you like to know that your
dreams are within reach? After you
receive your no-obligation proposal, we
will not call you unless you specifically
request it.
Why wait? Call now and get your new
career or hobby started today!
Toll Free (844) WILDART or contact
me directly via email at
ken@citizensportsman.com
Pre-Enrollment Questionnaire

If you prepare a proposal for me, am I under any
obligation?
There is no obligation...you simply have the
information you need in detail to make an informed
decision.

NO OBLIGATION PROPOSAL

If I accept the terms in the proposal, what next?
If you choose to accept the proposal, we will prepare
your payment plan and send you an invoice. Per the
terms listed, once your enrollment deposit has been
paid, your dates are locked in.
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What happens if I need to change my dates after I am locked?
Contact us as soon as you can and give us the dates you would like to change
to...we will check our schedule and if that period is open we will be happy to
make the adjustment.
Is this a classroom type school?
We are not a traditional classroom school...there will be no group of people
here in a course. It is just you and your instructor.
Can I take multiple courses?
We recommend taking one course at a time...and no more than two
consecutively. In some schools you can take multiple courses...even a full
program of many weeks covering multiple animals. Years of experience in
training and education has convinced us that this may not be the best approach
to training.. Too much information in a short period of time usually means you
will not retain much of what you learned and you will be wasting a lot of time,
energy and money. This is why our program is modular...you select a single
course, for example, Basic Whitetail...and partner with an instructor for 5 to 6
days of intense focused training. After that week, it is incumbent upon you to
go home and get started on your next project as soon as possible. We remain
available to you in a consultant capacity for as long as you need us to help you
continue to grow in your new skill sets. Once you have gained some practical
experience you can come back and take another course. At some point, you may
find that much of what we do in taxidermy is intuitive.
Can I get a discount for scheduling a second course and just take it at a
later date?
Absolutely. Discounts for multiple courses range from 5% to 15%.
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Taxidermy Tech
Basic Course Chart
Course Subject
Gameheads
Whitetail, Blacktail or similar
Gameheads (Large)
Life-size (Small/Med)
Life-sized mammal (Large)
Reptiles (Snake)
Reptiles (Alligator, Small to Medium)
Replica (Custom and Commercial)
Small Waterfowl/or Small upland
Turkey/or Large Waterfowl
Fish /Warmwater or Coldwater Skin
Saltwater Fish Skin

Days Base Tuition Materials* Projects
5
$1,500
$275+
2
5
$1,500
$275
2
5
$1,500
$450+
1
6
$1,800
$425+
2
6
$1,500
$750
1
5
$1,500
$200
2
6
$1,800
$650
1 to 2
5
$1,500
$200
2
5
$1,500
$150
3
5
$1,500
$250
2
5
$1,500
$150+
2
5
$1,500
$150+
2
*Species dependent

You may group multiple courses for a tuition discount. Additional courses may be
taken in consecutive weeks or scheduled for a later date.
Material costs will vary based on specific species selected for the course.
Specimen costs are an additional charge. If you have your own you can save $$. If
not let us know and we will give you an estimate.
Lodging is an additional charge. We have an excellent relationship with a local extended stay. Free Wi-Fi, Cable, Kitchenette, Desk.
If you fly in we will pick you up at the airport and provide you transportation while
you are here.
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Payment Schedule
The payment schedule is 25% - 50% - 25%.
Terms
1. A deposit of 25% of the total course fee is due upon registration for a
class to schedule time on our calendar. This is due 60 days from start date. If
your preferred dates are already inside that window and we have confirmed
availability, your enrollment deposit is due immediately. Deposits are nonrefundable and non-negotiable. This is to protect our interests in the event
of cancellation. Scheduling a student for a course reserves a slot that we may
not be able to fill in the event of a late cancellation which can be costly. We
will always work with you to reschedule as required but deposits are nonrefundable.
2. The next 50% of the total course fee is due 14 days prior to the start of
your resident training. At this time we will book your accommodations (if
required) and order any required specimens and materials. Please do not be
late with your second payment. Material orders and lodging confirmations
are time sensitive. If you see that you are going to be late, call us.
3. The remaining balance due will be due immediately on arrival for training.
4. Cancellations within 14 days from the start of the session will result in a
refund less the enrollment deposit and any costs incurred from cancellation
of accommodations and the purchase of specimens and materials. All
cancellations must be in writing before refund will be issued. Refunds will be
issued less expenses by company check within 2-4 weeks. Many acts of God,
Nature (and employer) are out of your hands and ours. We will work with
you to reschedule your training should the need arise.
5. We will not be held responsible for injury or illness during the conduct of
the workshop on or off the premises where the training is conducted. We do
have a medical waiver and will ask you to disclose any serious medical issues
at the time of enrollment.
6. We accept most major credit cards. There will be a $35 fee assessed on all
returned checks. We do not accept Money Orders. Personal checks paid for
enrollment deposits must clear before your time is locked.
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What is Wholesale Taxidermy?
Wholesale taxidermy is most commonly a business to business relationship
where a taxidermist provides his services to other
taxidermists, outfitters and other businesses at a
“below retail “ price for a set volume of work. In
many cases a wholesaler simply helps shops that are

behind get caught up. In other cases, wholesalers fill
a gap such as for those who specialize. For example,
a Gamehead Taxidermist who does not do birds or
fish may use a wholesaler to be able to offer his
customers full services and still allow him to make a small profit on those items
with no effort. It is particularly useful to new taxidermists who may not yet have
developed the skills in other areas of taxidermy but are trying to establish a full
service business. Wholesalers are most often taxidermists with fair to excellent
skills trying to provide additional cash flow as they build their retail businesses.
Some wholesalers with considerable experience have incorporated it as a
permanent part of their business model. The general consensus in the wholesale
industry is to work twice as hard and make half as much so the work must be
basic, low cost, efficient and fast.
Fishwork Wholesale has been a part of our model for 20 years. We extend this as
part of our Business Support Services with special student rates to allow you to
build your businesses without concern over the areas of which you have not yet
gained experience.

Let us help! Call us at (844) 945-3278 or email

fishwork@citizensportsman.com .

Copyright
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Painting the

Turkey Head
I love a good turkey mount but in my humble opinion, turkey heads are
generally overpainted and very unnatural looking. Many very skilled turkey
mounting experts have developed a style so unique that virtually anyone who
follows taxidermy can see their
work and instantly know who
mounted it. Truth is though, very
few capture the realism...the true
colors, blends, depth and transitions
of the Wild Turkeys beautiful head
when painting. They are almost
always over painted...and in truth
the ones we consider well painted
are usually more akin to art than
accuracy. If we look at the live birds
head we see differences based on
the intensity of his mood and we
see depth...and there is this
marbling effect that is common but
the mounts I see most often all look
the same and that’s not what I wanted in our turkey mounts.
17
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We have a very good Basic Turkey mounting course but the one thing that is
still a challenge for students is painting the head. It all goes back to patience,
reference and putting together a good plan.
We start by ensuring that we understand some basic anatomy with the head.
Next...just as we do with
fish, we do some color
analysis of the turkey
head using images of
different attitudes
projected in macro on a
55 inch Smart TV. We will
first try to identify every
individual color we see
and make a list. We make
notes on transitions and
depth and may even make
a sketch or two. From
there it is a matter of organizing the application of those colors into a sequence
that will help to create that depth we are looking for without over painting. A
good rule of thumb is that in painting, you almost always want to see through
your paint to the previous colors(s) to some degree. Layer your colors.
All of the information being documented is extremely useful but can be
somewhat overwhelming for someone who has never painted a head. It is
important to have good color vision and a basic understanding of colors and
how they come together to create different tones and depth. You will need a
good airbrush, preferably a double action one but a single action can work just
fine. As to paints...I use lacquers but many folks do just fine with water-based
paints. I like the way lacquers go on and especially the ease of clean up. If I
make a mistake it is easy to clean up and go again.
18
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We prepare our heads by first scrubbing lightly with a toothbrush or similar soft
bristle brush to remove any flaking that can come
from the freeze drying process. This is followed by
a generous rubdown with a small rag and some
lacquer thinner to remove any oils. We then lightly
coat a plain lacquer sealer from a distance of at least
a foot. If there are a lot of little dark feather hairs
in the head you will want to allow it to dry and then
lightly scrub with the toothbrush again to brush any sealer out. You may even want
to apply another very light coat of sealer, dry and brush again. Once this is done
you are ready to start painting!
Now if you thought this was an article with a paint schedule, you would be wrong.
I don’t have one
particular paint schedule
for Turkey heads...and I
think that is the point.
There may be a few
common traits among
turkey heads and there
may be several common
techniques that will be
helpful in applying color,
but no two heads are
going to be alike. Our
intention should not be
to create a style but to
create the illusion of a
live birds head and the more we do the up-front work of studying our subject, the
better and more consistent our results will be.
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Ryan Vanhouten painting his first turkey head during his turkey course at
Taxidermy Tech in 2015.
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Tim Smith painting his first turkey head during his turkey course at Taxidermy Tech
in 2015.
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Media
If you are actively pursuing or simply interested in taxidermy and are not subscribed to these two publications you are missing two of the most important reference tools you can have. Not only do they possess a wealth of information for the
beginner and the seasoned veteran, they will inspire you to push deeper into this
fascinating fusion of art and science. Go to their websites and subscribe!
www.breakthroughmagazine.com

www.taxidermytoday.com

There is also a long ago established institution on the internet for taxidermy enthusiasts called taxidermy.net. This is an online forum with threads for nearly any
topic of taxidermy that you would need. You can ask questions and read how established taxidermists do it every day!
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Throwback to 2005!

We have come a long way!
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www.expressionsofwildlife.com
24
Copyright © 2015 Citizen Sportsman Enterprises

Getting Your Moneys Worth
If you are not using your daily
coupons from your local hobby and
craft stores you are missing out on a
huge savings. There are a lot of
supplies we use in the shop everyday
that we get from these stores.
Hobby Lobby has a daily 40%
discount coupon you can pull up on your phone and show the
cashier. It is located at the top of the home page of their website.
This does not give you 40% off your entire purchase. It is applied
to the most expensive item in your purchase. So be smart and
plan your purchases to maximize your savings!
What is even better is that this is a competing sales strategy
between the national chains so if your item is not available from
Hobby Lobby you can usually find a similar deal through
Michaels or Joann's. Potters clay, sculpting tools, spray glosses,
mod podge, clear cast, casting resin, airbrushes and parts...there is
a lot available whether it be for sustained use or something you
might need in a pinch. And when you factor in the shipping costs
you save by getting it locally, in some cases it just makes sense.
If you are an online shopper, don’t forget about Amazon. Many
of the items we use come through Amazon and the annual fee
for a Prime Membership is easily paid for many times over by the
saving we get in shipping.
Copyright © 2015 Citizen Sportsman Enterprises
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Contact us for more information on Taxidermy Tech training, services
and products:
Taxidermy Tech
8929 Pensacola Blvd
Pensacola FL 32534
Toll Free (844) 945-3278
Shop
(850) 549-3497
Mobile (850) 544-7865
learn@taxidermytech.com
ken@citizensportsman.com

Visit us on the web at
www.taxidermytech.com or visit our commercial studio site at
www.expressionsofwildlife.com
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/taxidermytech

WWW.TAXIDERMYTECH.COM
"If you are serious about Taxidermy then this is the place to learn how to recreate a "Life Like Natural
Deer". Ken gives thorough and detailed instruction and will help you develop throughout the training."
Herbert Foskey
"I highly recommend this program to anyone who is interested in learning taxidermy. My husband and I
took the basic whitetail course, and we were very pleased with what we learned in just one week…”
Lyndsi Layne
"I took my first professional taxidermy courses studying birds and hands down, I could not have picked a
better guy. Ken knows his stuff, does beautiful work and is a fantastic instructor... Ken has continued to
help answer my questions and offer advice. He has helped me more than he will ever understand or I
could explain..."
Katie Sorensen
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